
 

A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR ASHFORD 
             Our village, our future 

 

The community of Ashford is starting to create its neighbourhood plan. So what is a 
neighbourhood plan, how does it involve you and how is one prepared, approved and 
adopted? This sheet tries to answer those questions. 

WHAT IS A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN? 

o Neighbourhood planning is a new way for communities to decide the future of the 
places where they live and work introduced by Government through the Localism 
Act. 2011 

o It is a document created by residents, to help shape the neighbourhood in which they 
live. For us, that neighbourhood is Ashford parish. 

o It sets out a community-led planning framework for guiding the future development 
and conservation of an area. 

o It considers the use and development of land in the designated area and may contain 
aims and planning policies for improving the area or aspirations for providing new 
facilities.  

o It may deal with a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues (such as 
housing, employment, access to public services, heritage and transport) or it may 
focus on one or two issues only.  

o It can cover anything that the residents consider important for their neighbourhood   

Once approved, the neighbourhood plan becomes a statutory document, recognised and 
referred to by the Local Planning Authority when determining planning applications within 
the parish. The content of the neighbourhood plan cannot contradict the Local Plan (the 
planning policy for the district). But it does provide additional detail and policies considered 
important at the neighbourhood level, which would not otherwise be available.  

HOW DOES IT INVOLVE YOU? 

A fundamental principle is community involvement. The neighbourhood plan will be 
overseen by our Parish Council. Two councillors are leading a working party of eight other 
residents, who will facilitate its creation. But the important point is, the neighbourhood 
plan belongs to the community, not to the Parish Council, nor to the working party.



 

A robust programme of community engagement will be undertaken to ensure that the plan 
is based on a proper understanding of the area and views, aspirations, wants and needs of 
local people. Residents will have many opportunities to comment on the content of the 
plan. It is your plan. 

The working party will organise a programme of engagement events embracing all parts of 
the community, including questionnaires, face-to-face meetings and drop-in discussions. 
The events will explain why various activities are being undertaken and will be forums for 
residents to ask questions and start the process of gathering opinions. It is the opinions, 
views and desires of the community which form the core of neighbourhood plans. 

HOW IS A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CREATED? 

There are three main stages. 

1. Getting established. This involves deciding to start work on a plan and establishing 
the neighbourhood area. This stage has been completed. 

2. Preparing the plan. This involves engaging with the community to understand their 
views and creating an evidence base to support those consultations. Draft plans will 
be reviewed with residents as this stage progresses.  This stage of the process is 
about to start.  

3. Adopting the plan. The proposed plan is submitted to the Local Authority for review. 
The Local Authority will then arrange an independent examination of the plan. The 
Local Authority will then organise a public referendum, where residents (on the 
electoral register) in the parish of Ashford may vote for or against the plan. A 
majority of over 50% of those voting in the referendum is required for the plan to be 
adopted.  
A target date of April 2019 is proposed for submission of the plan to the Local 
Authority. 

Please take every opportunity to be involved and ensure your views are heard and known. 
Any member of the working group will be pleased to help with questions, and you can also 
find updated information on the parish website, the parish notice board and the Ashford 
NP Facebook page. 

 

For more information contact: Parish Cllrs Jan Szymankiewicz (jan@szym.co.uk or 322171) 
and John Bleach (bleach.john@gmail.com or 267716). 
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