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Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting  

held on Thursday 18th September 2025 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,  
St Peter’s Church, Ashford 

 
           Present: Cllrs P Hughes (Chair), J Bosley, Furse, G Holder, and Kettle,  
 

 
Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk 
County Cllr G Bell 

           Cllr R Knight NDC  
            

1 Member of the public 
 
 
25/09/46     Apologies  
         Apologies were received from Cllrs V Lawson, and M Withey  
          
25/09/47     Declarations of interest  

        To receive declarations of personal interests and disclosable pecuniary    
         interests (DPIs) in respect of items on this agenda.  Members are reminded  
         that all interests should be declared at the beginning of the meeting and  
         prior to the item being discussed.  
         Cllr Hughes declared a personal interest in agenda item 12, and 
         would be abstaining from the vote 

 

25/09/48 To agree the agenda between Part A and Part B (confidential 
information). 

 It was resolved: to agree the agenda between Part A and Part B  
(confidential information). 

 Proposed: Cllr Bosley, Seconded: Cllr Holder, (all in favour) 
 
25/09/49 Minutes 

It was resolved: to approve as a correct record and sign the Minutes of 
the Parish Council meeting held on 17th July 2025 
Proposed: Cllr Bosley, Seconded: Cllr Holder (all in favour) 
 

25/09/50 County Councillor Report  
The County Cllr had circulated his report previously, but added that the 
dementia society were providing a cycle for accompanied patients to use 
but require storage for it 
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25/09/51 District Councillor Report  

The District Councillor spoke about the planning application 80422, which 
had been refused at the recommendation of officers and relief of objectors. 
He commented on the excellent appearance of the area, including trimmed 
hedges. Recycling and waste management is working well, including the 
new baler. Please contact him if there are any complaints. Wellbeing 
sessions are available at the leisure centre. The Environment and 
Enhancement bulletin is worth reading, a link is being sent to the Clerk to 
forward to Members. The next Parish Forum is re-arranged to 5th 
November, topics will include LGR, planning enforcement and the code of 
conduct. 

   
25/09/52 Public Participation  

In accordance with Standing Order 3 (d) members of the public are 
permitted to make representations and ask questions, the period set aside 
shall not exceed 15 minutes.  It should be noted that answers will generally 
not be given at the meeting where the questions are delivered, each 
member of the public is entitled to speak once.   

  No Member of the public wished to speak 
 
25/09/53       Members noted planning applications considered under the scheme   

of delegation and all decisions since the last meeting 
              80355 Ashford Inn Cottages Braunton Road Barnstaple Devon EX31 4AU  

 Approved 
            80422 Land Adjacent The Linhay Ashford Barnstaple Devon EX31 4BY 
   Refused 
           80619 Panorama Road Past Claye Hill Ashford EX31 4BZ. Pending 
           80622 Members raised no objections and a decision on 78883 is still awaited 
  

25/09/54 To consider application 80341 
            Location:Strand House Braunton Road Barnstaple Devon EX31 4AU 

Proposal: Application for a lawful development certificate for existing use        
of detached annexe building as self-contained holiday letting unit 
Certificate of Lawfulness is made to regularise the use of the existing    
detached annexe as a C3 Dwellinghouse and as a self-contained holiday 
letting unit since 1 November 2017. 
Members cannot confirm or contradict the information. 
Action Point: respond to planning 
 

  25/09/55       To consider application 80778 
          Location: St Johns Garden Centre Strand Lane Ashford Barnstaple Devon     

EX31 4BW 
Proposal: Siting of 1no. externally illuminated garden centre fascia sign,   
1no. post mounted and 1no. fence mounted non- illuminated signs 
It was resolved to recommend approval subject to the illuminated sign 
being switched off outside of trading hours 
Proposed: Cllr Furse, Seconded: Cllr Holder, (all in favour) 
Action Point: respond to planning 
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25/09/56 Report from Parish Clerk to include: Payment and Receipts list,  

budget to date and bank reconciliation. 
It was resolved to approve payments and receipts and note the budget   
report. Additional payment to Mr Mew was approved and a grant of £100 
to the North Devon Records Office. 

                     Proposed: Cllr Hughes, Seconded: Cllr Holder, (all in favour) 
 

 

August Mrs Mills bacs 137.62 

August HMRC bacs 34.4 

September 
church Council 
1217   20 

September Mrs Mills bacs 122.5 

September HMRC bacs 30.6 

September       

sub-total     3102.18 

 
                    Payment to T Mew Hedge cutting £180.00 total pyts   £3282.18 
                    Action Point: make payments 
 
 

25/09/57     To consider future web compliance (future assertion 10 on the AGAR)  
It was agreed to defer this to the next meeting and check the cost of .gov.uk   
emails. 

          Action Point: agenda item 
 
 
25/09/58    To consider a grant request towards church grounds maintenance from   
                   the Church at Ashford 
                   It was resolved to make a donation of £200 

        Proposed: Cllr Holder, Seconded: Cllr Bosley, (majority in favour, Cllr Hughes   
        abstained) 

                    Action Point: make payments 
 
25/09/58     To consider recent damage to the “Captain Slatter” bench and  
                   authorise payment of a quote for repairs of £50.00 

        Members were advised that this has been resolved outside the Parish Council 
 
 25/09/59    To confirm the date of the next meeting 
          Full Council confirmed for Thursday 20th November 2025 
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Part B 
 
25/09/60     To resolve: that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission  
                    to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the   
                    meeting. 
          It was resolved: that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission  
                    to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the   
                    meeting. 

         Proposed: Cllr Holder, Seconded: Cllr Bosley, (all in favour,) 
 
 
25/09/61 To consider staff matters. 
  It was resolved that outstanding holiday entitlement payments be made in  
                      accordance with contractual terms. 

           Proposed: Cllr Holder, Seconded: Cllr Bosley, (all in favour,) 
 

 
25/09/62 To resolve to re-admit members of the public and press 
  It was resolved: to re-admit members of the public and press 

           Proposed: Cllr Holder, Seconded: Cllr Bosley, (all in favour,) 
 

 
                     There being no further business the meeting closed at       7.45 pm 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………….Dated……………………………. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


