Page 03
Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting AGM
Held on Thursday 15™ May 2025 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,
St Peter’s Church, Ashford

Present: Clirs P Hughes, J Bosley, B Kettle and V Lawson.

25/05/06

25/05/07

25/05/08

25/05/09

25/05/10

25/05/11

25/05/12

Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk
Clir R Knight NDC
Clir Bell DCC

Members of the public

Election of Chairman for 2025/26
It was resolved that Cllir Hughes be elected Chairman for 2025-6
proposed by ClIr Kettle, and seconded by Clir Bosley (all in favour)

Declaration of Office — Chairman
The Chairman read and signed the prescribed ‘Declaration of Acceptance of
Office’.

Election of Vice Chairman for 2025/26
It was resolved that Clir Lawson be elected Vice-Chairman for 2025-6
proposed by Clir Kettle, and seconded by ClIr Bosley (all in favour)

Apologies
Apologies were received from ClIrs Furse, Holder, and Withey.

Declarations of interest

To receive declarations of personal interests and disclosable pecuniary
interests (DPIs) in respect of items on this agenda. Members are reminded
that all interests should be declared at the beginning of the meeting and
prior to the item being discussed.

Public Participation

In accordance with Standing Order 3 (d) members of the public are
permitted to make representations and ask questions, the period set aside
shall not exceed 15 minutes. It should be noted that answers will generally
not be given at the meeting where the questions are delivered, each
member of the public is entitled to speak once.

A member of the public offered thanks to all councillors for their work of the
past 12 months

Minutes

It was resolved: to approve as a correct record and sign the Minutes of
the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20™ March

Proposed: Clir Kettle, seconded: ClIr Bosley, (all in favour)

and Thursday 17™ April 2025 proposed ClIr Lawson, seconded: Clir Bosley
(all in favour)



25/05/13

25/05/14

25/05/15

25/05/16

25/05/17

25/05/18

25/05/19

25/05/20
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County Councillor Report

Clir Bell was welcomed as the new DCC Councillor.

He advised that maintenance work will be fully reviewed, he is working
with highways to ensure all work done will be checked. The education
report had been disappointing. He feels the council area is not suitable for
further development. His work at the hospital may prevent him attending
some meetings, but he can be contacted by email anytime. He will
endeavour to get the A361 improvements speeded up.

District Councillor Report

Cllr Knight advised that he is on both planning and HATOC. He confirmed
that the Whitecross application was approved, it was most contentious, but
officers had advised that voting against could prove very costly to defend
because of its complexity. The NDC lottery has proved successful and
£35,000 has been given out in grants to worthy causes.

The Leader and Deputy had both been re-elected. He recommended
visiting the “have your say” North Devon website

Review of Standing Orders
The Council reviewed and adopted the revised Standing Orders May 2025
Proposed: ClIr Lawson, Seconded: CliIr Kettle (all in favour)

Review of Financial Regulations
The Council reviewed and adopted the revised Financial Regulations May 2025
Proposed: ClIr Lawson, Seconded: CliIr Kettle (all in favour)

Members’ Code of Conduct
The Council reviewed and adopted the Code of Conduct
Proposed: Cllr Lawson, Seconded: CliIr Kettle (all in favour)

Assets Register
The Council resolved to accept the Asset Register as presented
Proposed: Cllr Lawson, Seconded: CliIr Kettle (all in favour)

Delegation Review

To review the scheme of delegation (planning, agreed January 2025)
The Council reviewed and accepted the scheme of delegation as reviewed
in January 2025

Proposed: Clir Lawson, Seconded: Clir Kettle (all in favour)

Review of policies and adopt (herewith)

Freedom of Information

Data Protection

General and Financial Risk Assessment

Internal Control

Complaints Procedure

The Council reviewed and adopted the policies listed above
Proposed: CliIr Kettle, Seconded: Clir Bosley (all in favour)



Page 05

25/05/21 Calendar of Meetings
Council resolved to maintain the current schedule of bi-monthly minutes as
presented.
Proposed: ClIr Kettle, Seconded: Clir Bosley (all in favour)

25/05/22 Renewal of Insurance
Councillors resolved to accept the insurance proposal, being the third
year of a three year contract. Quotes will be sought for 2026.
Proposed: ClIr Kettle, Seconded: Clir Bosley (all in favour)

25/05/23 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025
To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report and agree the Annual Governance
Statement 2024/2025
It was resolved to note and accept the Internal Auditor’'s Report and agree
the Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025
Proposed: ClIr Bosley, Seconded: ClIr Lawson (all in favour)

25/05/24 It was resolved to agree the Accounting Statements for 2024/2025 .
Proposed: ClIr Bosley, Seconded: ClIr Lawson (all in favour)

25/05/25 It was resolved to agree to Certify that Ashford Parish Council is Exempt
from a limited Assurance Review as gross income and expenditure is under
£25,000.

Proposed: ClIr Bosley, Seconded: Clir Lawson (all in favour)

25/05/26 Payment and Receipts

It was resolved to approve payments and receipts.

Date pyt amount

28/04/2025 | Wonderwall | bacs 391.8
Church

15/05/2025 | Council 1213 40

15/05/2025 | DALC 1214 | 131.11

15/05/2025 | J Snooks 1215 110

15/05/2025 | Mrs Mills bacs 123.4

15/05/2025 | HMRC bacs 27.4

15/05/2025 | Mrs Mills bacs 182.92

15/05/2025 | Gallagher bacs 743.27

15/05/2025 | HMRC bacs 38.4

sub 1788.3

Proposed:

Cllr Hughes, Seconded: ClIr Lawson (all in favour)
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25/05/27 Highway issues.

25/05/28

Cllr Hughes reported on completion of drainage work on top road. Also
that this road is to be surfaced from Springfield to Heanton in the next two
months. A contractor had been employed last year to trim hedges in
Strand Lane.

It was resolved to repeat the exercise in July/August this year.

Proposed: Clir Hughes, Seconded: Clir Lawson (all in favour)

It was further agreed that the Clerk should apply to the County Councillor
for a grant from the DCC Locality Budget.

To receive reports

Members were advised that

A) Litter pick was held on 10th May. Minimal litter was found. Signs will be
cleaned

B) Noted tree for Meadowside has been delivered and planted.

This has been funded from money left over from the Jubilee. It had been
agreed at the previous meeting that this was not a Parish Council matter
and that the donation agreed 3 years ago, but never paid was now no
longer required.

There will be an event in June to commemorate the planting. Clir Hughes
has ordered a plaque which has been funded by an anonymous donor.
C) Reported that new noticeboard has been delivered and installed.

D) Reported Barnstaple bound bus shelter has been repaired.

E) Reported that the Budge bench in Meadowside which is on our list of
assets has had to be scrapped as severely rotten. Now removed from the
current asset register

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.45 pm



