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Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting

Held on Thursday 16™ January 2025 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,

St Peter’s Church, Ashford

Present: Clirs P Hughes (Chairman), K Furse, G Holder, B Kettle
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V Lawson and M Withey.

Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk
Cllr P Maskell, DCC

Members of the public

Apologies
Clir J Bosley, Clir R Knight NDC

Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded that all interests should be declared at the
beginning of the meeting and prior to the item being discussed.

To agree the Agenda as published
It was resolved to agree the Agenda as published
Proposed: Clir Hughes, Seconded: Clir Lawson, (all in favour)

Minutes

It was resolved, to approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council
meeting held on Thursday 21% November 2024 as a correct record
Proposed: ClIr Lawson, seconded: Clir Furse, (all in favour)

County Councillor Report

Clir Maskell reported about the devolution white paper and that Devon
proposals have been forwarded to government. The response had to be
received by 10" January 2025. It is unsure whether Devon is in the 1% or
2" wave. Al speed cameras are being installed. The road crossing over
the A361, for those using the Tarka Trail will go ahead. She advised that
the Highways Officer was really grateful for the work done by Clirs on the
flooding, it will be followed up by sweeping. The drainage scheme cannot
take place until the new financial year beginning in April.

District Councillor Report
Cllr Knight sent a report (attached to the minutes) with his apologies

Public Participation

No members of the public wished to speak

To receive Action Points report from the last meeting
The report was noted,
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Highways Issues

Cllr Hughes reported that after the recent big storm, he walked the roads
with Clir Bosley and cleared fallen trees and blocked drains. A bench at
the garden centre appeared tipped over but on inspection the legs had
rotted so he got some wood and repaired it.

He further reported on the work that had been done in connection with the
flood, (which had been exacerbated by a National Grid helicopter,) with the
assistance of Nick Sampson, who also provided a digger at no expense to
the Council, Mrs A May, for permission to dig into the bank and Himself,
ClIr Lawson, Clir Bosley and ClIr Furse.

It was resolved to write letters of thanks to Mr Sampson and Mrs May and
express thanks formally to the Clirs involved.

Proposed: ClIr Holder, seconded: ClIr Withey, (all in favour)

Action Point: Clerk to the Council to write letters

Report from Parish Clerk to include: Payment and Receipts, online
banking,

The report advised receipt of the Fullabrook grant, account opening is
proceeding and forms are being signed. The precept request has been
submitted and a vat refund applies for. Budget comparison was presented
and Members were satisfied with the situation.

It was resolved to accept the report, budget update and agree the
payments presented:

Ashford Church Council Hall Hire £20.00
Parish Clerk salary £221.20
Parish Clerk stationery and travel £25.95
HMRC £55.60
Total £322.75

Proposed: Cllir Hughes, seconded: Clir Furse (all in favour)

To consider planning application
Dove Chapel Ashford Barnstaple Devon EX31 4DB
Replacement of existing softwood bi-fold glazed doors & rear door with
Aluminium framed double glazed doors
Planning application: 79403 - Council Services
It was resolved to recommend to NDC that this application be approved
Action Point: advise NDC of recommendation

To consider a scheme of delegation proposal.

1. Planning Delegation to the Clerk

1.1. The council delegates decisions arising under development control
consultations to the Clerk in consultation with all Councillors.

1.2. Consultation may be by correspondence, including email, or in
person. It may also take place at meetings of the council.


https://planning.northdevon.gov.uk/Planning/Display/79403?cuuid=36FDD462-2BB7-43F1-BD84-4C84B326F277
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1.3. The Clerk will arrange for relevant papers to be circulated to the
councillors who should return their comments, to the Clerk for
determination of the council’s response within the prescribed consultation
period.

1.4. Delegated decisions will be reported to and recorded in the minutes of
the next council meeting.

1.5. In respect of controversial or major development proposals, the Clerk
in consultation with the chairman, may decide that a parish meeting and/or
an extraordinary meeting of the council be called to consider the matter.

To confirm the date of the next meeting
The meeting date is confirmed for 20" March 2025

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.25 pm



