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Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 17" July 2025 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,
St Peter’s Church, Ashford

Present: Clirs P Hughes, J Bosley, G Holder, V Lawson, and M Withey

25/07/29

25/07/30

25/07/31

25/07/32

25/07/33

Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk
Clir R Knight NDC

10 Members of the public

Apologies
Apologies were received from CllIrs Furse, and Kettle,
County CliIr Bell had also submitted apologies

Declarations of interest

To receive declarations of personal interests and disclosable pecuniary
interests (DPIs) in respect of items on this agenda. Members are reminded
that all interests should be declared at the beginning of the meeting and
prior to the item being discussed.

Clir Hughes declared a personal interest in agenda item 8, planning
application 80422. He advised he would hand over the chair to Cllr Lawson
when this application was considered and would be abstaining from the vote

To agree the agenda between Part A and Part B (confidential
information).

It was resolved: to agree the agenda between Part A and Part B
(confidential information).

Proposed: ClIr Lawson, Seconded: Clir Holder, (all in favour)

Minutes

It was resolved: to approve as a correct record and sign the Minutes of
the Parish Council meeting held on The Minutes of the Annual Parish
Council meeting held on Thursday 15™ May 2025 and Parish Council
Meeting (planning) 29" May 2025.

Proposed: ClIr Bosley, Seconded: Clir Holder (all in favour)

County Councillor Report
The County CllIr sent his apologies and his report is attached to the
minutes.



25/07/34

25/07/35

25/07/36
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District Councillor Report

The District Councillor spoke about LGR and the likely increased workload
anticipated for Town and Parish Councils. He suggested that the NDC
website “Lets talk” should be visited and the air quality survey completed.
The boundary changes that have been circulated do not appear to affect
Ashford, but there may be further proposals. He also spoke about Yeo
Valley woods, which has won a green flag award and Bicclescombe Park
lIfracombe, also for 2025

Public Participation

In accordance with Standing Order 3 (d) members of the public are
permitted to make representations and ask questions, the period set aside
shall not exceed 15 minutes. It should be noted that answers will generally
not be given at the meeting where the questions are delivered, each
member of the public is entitled to speak once.

Two members of the public voiced their concerns regarding planning
application 80422

Before considering the planning applications, Clir Hughes read out an
explanatory note (attached to the minutes) about the role of the Parish
Council in relation to planning.

To consider planning application 80355

3 Ashford Inn Cottages Braunton Road Barnstaple Devon EX31 4AU

Full Application

Planning application: 80355 - Council Services

Extension and conversion of detached double garage to create ancillary
unit

Members were advised that NDC has already approved this application,
although previously granting an extension of time for the Parish Council to
respond.At this juncture, Clir Hughes passed the Chair to Cllr Lawson
whilst the next application was discussed.

Planning application: 80422 - Council Services

Land Adjacent The Linhay Ashford Barnstaple Devon EX31 4BY

Erection of 5No. dwellings, including garages and associated access
Following a discussion it was resolved to recommend refusal on the
grounds that this was greenfield development, concerns regarding access
and egress to an unclassified road, increased traffic numbers, giving rise to
safety issues, skyline development, concerns over drainage and discharge
of foul water, design of the properties is not in keeping with the village, and
the loss of hedges (wildlife habitat)

Proposed: ClIr Withey, Seconded: ClIr Holder, (majority in favour, 1
abstention, Clir Hughes)

It was further resolved to request District Cllr Knight to call in the
application

Proposed: ClIr Holder, Seconded ClIr Withey (all in favour)

Cllr Hughes resumed the Chair.

Action Points: Submit planning response, email District Clir Knight
requesting a call-in of application 80422



https://planning.northdevon.gov.uk/Planning/Display/80355
https://planning.northdevon.gov.uk/Planning/Display/80422
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25/07/37 Report from Parish Clerk to include: Payment and Receipts list,
budget to date and bank reconciliation
It was resolved to approve payments and receipts and accept the budget
report as presented.

June Mrs Mills bacs 123.4
June HMRC bacs 27.4
June Baker bacs 475
June Lawson bacs 22.26
sub 2436.36
July web bacs 116.4
Church
July Council 1216 40
July Mrs Mills bacs 123.2
July HMRC bacs 27.6

Proposed: Cllir Hughes, Seconded: Clir Bosley, (all in favour)

25/07/38 To consider appointment of a contractor for hedging where required.
It was resolved to appoint a contractor for hedging where required
Using the same one as appointed last year (Tim Mew) and to prepare a list
of approved contractors moving forward.
Proposed: ClIr Hughes, Seconded: Clir Bosley, (all in favour)
Action Point: Prepare an approved contractors list.

25/07/39 To confirm the grass cutting contract with Mike Baker following the
guote received.
It was resolved to confirm the contract for 25-26 in the sum of £950, and
this contractor will be added to the approved list for the future
Proposed: ClIr Holder Seconded: ClIr Bosley, (all in favour)

25/07/40 To note all footpaths have been cut back by DCC
This item was noted

25/07/41 To receive an update from the Parish Forum
The Clerk to the Council read a report from the Parish Forum regarding
LGR, the information provided by NDC will be circulated to all members
and information prepared to circulate to residents, encouraging them to
complete the survey at NDC before the closing date of 11" August
Action Points: Circulate information received from NDC to Members.
Prepare a document to circulate to residents advising of the importance of
completing the NDC survey about LGR.

25/07/42 To confirm the date of the next meeting
Noted that Full Council is scheduled Thursday 18" September 2025



Part B

25/07/43

25/07/44

25/07/45
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To resolve: that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission
to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from
the meeting.

It was resolved that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the
meeting.

Proposed: ClIr Lawson, Seconded: Clir Bosley, (all in favour)

To consider staff matters.

It was resolved to appoint the Clerk to the Council permanently

Proposed: Clir Hughes, Seconded: ClIr Bosley, (all in favour)

It was further resolved to increase the salary of the Clerk to the Council by
Two SCP points from 1% August 2025

Proposed: ClIr Holder, Seconded: ClIr Lawson, (all in favour)

To resolve to re-admit members of the public and press
It was resolved to re-admit members of the press and public
Proposed: Clir Hughes, Seconded: Clir Lawson (all in favour)

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.50pm



