
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

Page 1 
Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Thursday 19th September 2024 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,  
St Peter’s Church, Ashford 

 
           Present: Cllrs P Hughes (Chairman), J Bosley, G Holder, B Kettle and M Withey 

 
Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk 
Cllr P Maskell, DCC 
4 Members of the public 

 
  2409/43 Apologies 
   Cllr K Furse, V Lawson and NDC Cllr R Knight 

  
2409/44 Declarations of Interest  
 Members were reminded that all interests should be declared at the 

beginning of the meeting and prior to the item being discussed 
Cllr Hughes declared pecuniary interest as follows  

 Agenda item 10, payments (reimbursement for expenditure on 
defibrillator) 

 

2409/45 Minutes 
It was resolved, to approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council 
meeting held on Thursday 18th July 2024 as a correct record  
Proposed: Cllr Holder, seconded: Cllr Bosley, (all in favour) 
 

2409/46 County Councillor Report  
Cllr Maskell reported that it was anticipated the Link Rd would be finished 
by the end of October. There will be a 60mph speed limit and average 
speed cameras. There is extra funding available for patching. She 
continues to pursue Ashfield Lane, currently the mud situation looks ok. 
A night bus through the summer funded by DCC and NDC has been well 
used and a similar operation is being considered over the Christmas 
period. 

 
2409/47 District Councillor Report  

Cllr Knight sent apologies 
 

2409/48 Public Participation 
   Members of the public wished to speak at the planning item 

  
2409/49 To receive Action Points report from the last meeting 

The report was noted, Refurb of telephone box library. Cllrs Hughes and 
Lawson have rubbed down and removed the loose paint. Cllr Hughes 
advised that the anticipated cost to complete would be in the region of 
£130. 
It was resolved to agree a sum up to £130 to complete the work. 
Proposed: Cllr Kettle, seconded: Cllr Holder (all in favour) 
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At this juncture Cllr Withey handed over a donation from the Ashford 
Ladies Group of £120 towards the work 

 
It was noted that Cllrs Hughes and Lawson had repaired the stile on 
footpath from Ashfield Close to West Ashford following a report from Cllr 
Furse. They also cleared vegetation from the Braunton bound bus stop 
and around the post box adjacent to garden centre. 
Action Point: donation to be banked 
 

2409/50 Highways Issues 
1) Highway issues to include response from Meg Booth to drain/mud on 
Heanton Road. (The Parish Clerk was asked to contact Steve Short at 
DCC, to arrange a meeting to look at the issues) 
2) Hedge cutting was carried out Satisfactorily by contractor to APC, 
Invoice not yet received. An excellent job was completed 
3) Ashfield Lane still not repaired with plannings as APC advised would 
be, by Cllr Maskell. Currently no progress 
4) Give way sign was replaced some weeks ago. 

          Action Point: Parish Clerk to seek a meeting 
 

2409/51 Report from Parish Clerk to include: Payment and Receipts and  
budget update. HMRC VAT and PAYE update and online banking 
To approve payments and receipts and receive budget update and receive   
and consider report. 

  Members noted the reports: 
  It was resolved to agree the payments presented: 
  Cllr Hughes reimb for defibrillator expenses    £462.18 
  M Baker grass cuts Aug/Sept                            £80.00 
                     Ashford Church Council Hall Hire                       £20.00 
                     Ashford Church Council donation                     £200.00 
                     Parish Clerk salary                                            £239.60 
                     PAYE                                                                 £109.60 
 
                     Proposed: Cllr Holder, seconded: Cllr Kettle (all in favour) 
 

There was a discussion regarding online banking and the cost of dual   
authorisation with the current bank and it was resolved to proceed with 
moving the bank account to Lloyds Bank 

                      Proposed: Cllr Hughes   seconded: Cllr  Holder ( all in favour) 
  Action Point: Parish Clerk to commence moving the bank account 
 
2409/52      To receive an update on the current situation with the defibrillator 

It was noted the machine is in place and registered and available for use. It    
was further noted, the procedure is different to the other defib.  Also, 
Members were advised that the materials to provide power to keep the 
machine warm in winter are now with Cllr Hughes and have been 
completed 

  A new application for funding will be made to Fullabrook 
  Action Point: Parish Clerk to contact Fullabrook 
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2409/53 Planning  
It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders to enable members of the 
public to speak. 
Proposed Cllr Hughes, seconded: Cllr Holder (all in favour) 
Standing Orders were reinstated 
Proposed Cllr Hughes, seconded: Cllr Holder (all in favour) 
 

  Planning Applications: to consider 
  Link  
  78926 information sent by email 

Proposed agricultural access (field gate) to agricultural land at The Ark 
Ashford Barnstaple Devon EX31 4BT Grid Ref: 253411; 135369 
Applicant Name  Mr Davd Clapp 
Agent Name Mr Nick Marsland 
Agent Address 2 Orchard Terrace Rumsam Barnstaple EX32 9DY 

           It was resolved to support the application 
  Proposed: Cllr Withey, seconded: Cllr Holder (all in favour) 
  Action Point: Parish Clerk to respond to NDC Planning 
 
2409/054 To confirm the date of the next meeting 
            Scheduled for 21st November 2024 Confirmed 

Members were reminded to submit budget considerations as soon as 
possible to the Parish Clerk 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.50pm 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………….Dated………………. 

     Chair 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://planning.northdevon.gov.uk/Planning/Display/78926

