
 

 

 
  
 
 

Page 18 
Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Thursday 20th March 2025 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,  
St Peter’s Church, Ashford 

 
           Present: Cllrs P Hughes (Chairman),J Bosley, K Furse, G Holder, B Kettle   
                           V Lawson. 

 
Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk 

           Cllr R Knight NDC  
 
 
 Members of the public 

 
  25/03/87 Apologies 
   Cllr M Withey  and Cllr P Maskell, DCC 

  
2503/88 Declarations of Interest  
 Members were reminded that all interests should be declared at the 

beginning of the meeting and prior to the item being discussed. 
 
2503/89 To agree the Agenda between Part A and Part B (confidential 

information) 
                     It was resolved to agree the Agenda between Part A and Part B 

(confidential information) 
 Proposed: Cllr Hughes, Seconded: Cllr Lawson, (all in favour) 
 
2503/90 Minutes 

It was resolved, to approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council 
meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2025 as a correct record  
Proposed: Cllr Furse, seconded: Cllr Lawson, (all in favour) 
 

2503/91 County Councillor Report  
Cllr Maskell sent apologies, her report is attached to the minutes. 
 

2503/92 District Councillor Report  
Cllr Knight advised that the initial Local Government proposals for Devon 
have to be submitted to the government by 21st March 2025. Other 
proposals will be considered, It is all quite challenging and it is thought that 
devolution will increase the work of Parish Councils. 
 

2503/93 Public Participation 
  No members of the public wished to speak 

 
 
2503/94 To receive Action Points report from the last meeting 

The report was noted,  
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2503/95 Highways Issues 

Cllr Hughes advised that highways issues were covered at the Electors 
meeting and County Councillor’s report. 
 

2503/96 Report from Parish Clerk to include: Payment and Receipts, online 
banking, 

 The Parish Clerk circulated and explained the budget report. 
It was resolved to accept the report, budget update and agree the 
payments presented: 

           Proposed: Cllr Holder, seconded: Cllr Furse (all in favour) 
 
                      Ashford Church Council Hall Hire                         £20.00 
                      Parish Clerk salary                                              £219.60 
                      Parish Clerk travel                             £13.50 
         HMRC                                      £55.60 
  Cllr Hughes Reimb        £50.00 
  Total        £358.70 
                      
2503/97      To note planning application response 79835 

Members agreed under the scheme of delegation that the Council had no 
objections to the application for Greenhayes 

 
2503/98       To consider planning application 79867 
                    Taw Lea 7 Ashfield Close Ashford Barnstaple Devon EX31 4BP 
           Proposal: Alterations and extensions to dwelling 
                     Full Application 
              Planning application: 79867 - Council Services  
                     It was resolved to recommend approval to NDC 
  Proposed: Cllr Holder, seconded: Cllr Lawson (all in favour) 
 
2503/99       To consider buying a new noticeboard to replace existing at corner of    

Meadowside. 
It was resolved to authorise Cllr Hughes and Cllr Bosley to investigate  
purchase of a new noticeboard up to £1000. 
Proposed: Cllr Holder, seconded: Cllr Lawson (all in favour) 

 
2503/100     To arrange a date in May for village litter pick. 
  May 10th was agreed for the litter pick. 
 
 2503/101     To consider grass cutting contract with Mike Baker. 
  It was resolved to accept the grass cutting contract in the sum of £950 

 Proposed: Cllr Holder, seconded: Cllr Lawson (all in favour) 
 
 
 2503/102    To note forthcoming closure of farm shop. 
          The closure was noted amongst concern and disappointment 
 
2503/103  To discuss possible purchase and siting of tree to commemorate   

jubilee/coronation 
After some discussion it was agreed that this was not really a Parish   

https://planning.northdevon.gov.uk/Planning/Display/79867?cuuid=4D121299-0C64-45A2-9D23-2C92C4FA334E


 

 

Council matter. 
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2503/104 To confirm the date of the next meeting 
            AGM scheduled Thursday 15th May 2025 
 
 
 
Part B 
 
2503/105 To resolve: that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 

to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the 
meeting. 
It was resolved that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the 
meeting. 

             Proposed: Cllr Hughes, seconded: Cllr Lawson (all in favour) 
 
2503/106 To consider staff matters. 
   The Clerk was informed of the Members discussion 
 
2503/107 To resolve to re-admit members of the public and press 
  It was resolved to re-admit members of the press and public 
  Proposed: Cllr Hughes, seconded: Cllr Lawson (all in favour) 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10 pm 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………….Dated………………. 

     Chair 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


