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Minutes of the Ashford Parish Council Meeting  

held on Thursday 20th November 2025 at 7.00pm in the Church Hall,  
St Peter’s Church, Ashford 

 
           Present: Cllrs P Hughes (Chair), J Bosley, G Holder, B Kettle, and V Lawson  
 

 
Mrs J Mills, Parish Clerk 
County Cllr G Bell 

           Cllr R Knight NDC  
            

2 Members of the public 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced the resignation      
of Cllr M Withey following her move from Ashford 

  
25/11/63     Apologies  
          No Apologies were received 
          
25/11/64     Declarations of interest  

        To receive declarations of personal interests and disclosable pecuniary    
         interests (DPIs) in respect of items on this agenda.  Members are reminded  
         that all interests should be declared at the beginning of the meeting and  
         prior to the item being discussed.  
         Cllr Hughes and Cllr Holder declared a personal interest in agenda item 12, and 
         they would be abstaining from the vote 

 

25/11/65 To agree the agenda as published 
 It was resolved: to agree the agenda as published 
 Proposed: Cllr Holder, Seconded: Cllr Bosley, (all in favour) 
 
25/11/66 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Council Meeting 18th September  
                      2025 

It was resolved: to approve as a correct record and sign the Minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on 18th September 2025 
Proposed: Cllr Bosley, Seconded: Cllr Holder (all in favour) 
 

25/11/67 County Councillor Report  
The County Cllr had circulated his report previously, but added the rail upgrade 
in Barnstaple would provide a better interchange. Noise enforcement cameras are 
being investigated. A361 from Ashford to Chivenor may be considered for a 30 
Mph limit if other measures are not successful in reducing accidents. The 
pedestrian crossing on A361 will be constructed at some point in the future but no 
date has been given. The recent gridlock all around Ashford after an accident was 
discussed and the County Councillor was hopeful that designated diversion routes 
would be arranged to reduce the chaos that regularly follows incidents on the 
A361. 
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25/11/68 District Councillor Report 

The District Cllr spoke about the NDC Peer Review, information has been   
circulated and should be compared with report coming out at the end of January. 
Next week there is an important meeting at NDC when a final decision will be 
made on the submission regarding LGR. Environmental grants are available from 
NDC. He had recently attended Emergency Planning training which was intensive. 
He advised the importance of having a basic emergency plan, 
He recommended looking at the Environment bulletin. The Devon Local Nature 
Strategy survey has concluded. 

   
25/11/69 Public Participation  

In accordance with Standing Order 3 (d) members of the public are permitted to 
make representations and ask questions, the period set aside shall not exceed 15 
minutes.  It should be noted that answers will generally not be given at the meeting 
where the questions are delivered, each member of the public is entitled to speak 
once.   

  No Member of the public wished to speak 
 

25/11/70 Report from Parish Clerk to include: Payment and Receipts list,  budget to 
date and bank reconciliation. 
It was resolved to approve payments and receipts and note the budget report. 
Additional payment salary adjustment £148.70, and domain name payment. 

                     Proposed: Cllr Hughes, Seconded: Cllr Lawson, (all in favour) 
To consider a request from the Clerk to attend the SLCC Practitioners Conference   
with the cost being shared pro-rata; 
It was resolved to agree the attendance of the Clerk at the SLCC Practitioners 
Conference 

                      Proposed: Cllr Lawson, Seconded: Cllr Holder, (all in favour) 
    

September  M Baker bacs 475 

October Mrs Mills bacs 122.3 

October SW Heritage bacs 100 

October T Mew bacs 180 

  
Ashford 
Church bacs 200 

November ICO bacs 47 

  sub-total   4375.18 

November Mrs Mills   136 

November Hall   20 

November HMRC   30.6 

sub-total     4561.78 

 
Action Point: make payments, book conference 

 
25/11/71      To consider the draft budget and proposed precept 

After some discussion it was resolved to adjust the draft budget to enable the    
precept to remain unchanged from last year at £5000. 



 

 

                     Proposed: Cllr Lawson, Seconded: Cllr Hughes, ( majority in favour one vote  
                     against) 
                   Action Point: submit precept request 
 
 

Page 18 
25/11/72      To consider engaging a road sweepertruck as previously 
  It was resolved to engage the NDC road sweeper truck to clear the huge amount 

of leaves that have accumulated. Cllr Hughes to arrange with expenditure set at a   
maximum of £500 
Proposed: Cllr Hughes, seconded: Cllr Holder, (all in favour) 
Action Point: Cllr Hughes to engage sweeper 
 

25/11/73    To consider future web compliance (future assertion 10 on the AGAR)  
It was agreed to proceed with a .gov email for the Clerk and Cllr Lawson and the 
Clerk will clarify the new requirements for the website to be made compliant, and 
provide access to the Clerk to update the web as necessary 
Action Point: Clerk and Cllr Lawson to engage re website and Clerk to arrange a  
Gov.uk email 
 

25/11/74    To consider a planning application 81052 
         Location:  Land adjacent to the Old Rectory Ashford Barnstaple EX31 4BY 

As Cllr Hughes had declared an interest in the application, he passed the Chair to 
Cllr Lawson. Cllr Holder also declared a personal interest. 
After some discussion it was agreed that the Council had no further comments from 
the original responses. 
Action Point: send in planning response 
 

 25/11/75    To confirm the date of the next meeting 
          Full Council confirmed for Thursday 15th January 2026 
 
 
 
 
                     There being no further business the meeting closed at       8.00 pm 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………….Dated……………………………. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


