Statement delivered at Annual Parish Meeting May 2026

It seems scarcely credible that another year has past and that at this time last year much was being said
about the flooding on the top road to Heanton. The drainage work was finally completed to a very high
standard. This was a long and tortuous saga which demonstrated the unfathomable workings of Highways.
We are pleased to say that Grattan Lane has remained flood free for several years after we had the road
edge ploughed and swept. This quite busy cut through has flooded regularly in the past causing
inconvenience particularly at school times. A regular check is made of the only drain grating and providing
that is clear, all is well.

We considered using a North Devon Council road sweeper truck again to remove debris from the sides of
the lanes, but the cost was much higher than previously. Therefore we cleared Adder Lane and the top
road between Stand and Adder Lanes ourselves.

We are grateful to those councillors and residents who help with these often mucky jobs. There is no cost
to the parish, despite the considerable amount of equipment, time and fuel that are used.

We have engaged a new contractor to cut the grass at the bottom of Strand Lane as well as two areas in
Meadowside.

Once again the Council used a contractor towards the end of the summer to trim hedges in many areas
where the growth had made walking hazardous. We hope to do the same this year.

A litter pick and tidy up was undertaken again recently. Thanks to all who took part and thanks also to
those who provided refreshments at the Church Hall. In recent years very little is collected which is thanks
to those villagers who regularly pick up litter from our roads.

The Council contribute a sum to the Church each year and this is used to give the Churchyard a tidy and
cared for appearance.

We made a decision two years ago to hold meetings every two months. This has worked well and saves
costs. There is always the option of extra meetings if required and if circumstances change we can revert to
a monthly timetable.

We are pleased to say that our precept has stayed the same for several years now and there is no increase
this year.

There have been a number of planning applications this year and the Council has deliberated at length on
these and will continue to do so despite the limited influence Parish Councils have on the planning process.
One Councillor resigned during the past year and we are grateful to Mike Moss for stepping up to fill the
vacancy.

This Council has one more year of its four year cycle to go. | would urge all residents to consider standing
for election next year. Itis important that the village has the opportunity to choose its representatives at
an election and not by co-option. Ashford has a good record for turnout at local elections. Typically 65-70%
which is extremely high.

There has been considerable reporting that Parish Councils will have a greater workload once Local
Government Reorganisation has taken place. Time will tell.

| thank my fellow Councillors for their attendance and commitment to this totally voluntary organisation
and | hope we can continue to serve the village in a calm and measured fashion for our remaining term .
We are grateful to our Clerk for all she does to keep the Council on track.

Thanks also to our District Councillor Ricky Knight and to our County Councillor Graham Bell. They
regularly attend our meetings and are always available for advice and help when needed.

Philip Hughes
Chairman
March 2026



